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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent terni adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 June 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 25)0 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings were received on 5/5/03. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-8, 1 3-1 5. 27-30, and 37-75 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schein et al (6,388,714) in view of Klosterman (5,550,576). 

Schein et al, in Figures 1-12, discloses substantially the same interactive 
television system (Fig. 11) that includes a computing system PC and a recording device 
36 that Is configured to record television programs as specified in claims 3-8, 13-15, 27- 
30, and 37-75 of the present invention, the interactive television system is connectable 
by means of the computing system PC to a server (608-612) that is connectable to a 
network 606, comprising the acts of receiving at the server 608, a request from a 
computing system 602 to access a programming homepage (e.g. Internet log in); in 
response to the request to access the programming homepage, providing the 
computing system access to the programming homepage (e.g. logged in); upon 
receiving a request from the computing system 602 from a corresponding program 
schedule, the server 608 providing the programming schedule (Fig. 2) to the computing 
system 602; receiving at the server an identification 724 provided from the computing 
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system 602 of one or more television programs to be recorded (e.g. Fig. 14), and the 
one or more television programs to be recorded having been selected from a display 
310 of the programming schedule at the computing system 602 of the interactive 
television system from the programming schedule provided from the server 608. 

With respect to claims 3-8, 13-1 5, 27-30, 38-75, Schein et al also discloses 
receiving, from the remote device 612, information representing a television signal 
provider 702 that is to broadcast the one or more television programs to be recorded by 
the interactive television system, wherein the television signal provider has been 
selected at the remote device 610 in response to input received at the remote device 
(e.g. 724); prior to the act of receiving information representing a television signal 
provider, the act of transmitting, to the remote device, information (e.g. in digital format) 
identifying a plurality of television signal providers (e.g. cable, commercial, etc.) that are 
capable of broadcasting television programs to the interactive television system; 
wherein the server communicates with the remote device through an internet 
connection with a conventional Web browser 606; the programming schedule includes a 
time, date and duration (e.g. Figs. 12 and 13) of the one or more television programs 
that are to be recorded; the programming schedule include transmission source 
information (e.g. cable, satellite, etc.) that enables the interactive television system to 
tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs are encoded; 
and the transmission source information (e.g. channel number) identifies at least one of 
a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and a satellite channel through which 
the one or more signals is to be received by the interactive television system 2; and 
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wherein access to the programming homepage is accessible only after screening a user 
via a password (Fig. 17) or based on a detennination of at least one of a caller ID, area 
code and phone number of the user (e.g. modem dial up access). 

Although Schein et al discloses recording programs in response to the user 
selection of programs identified for recording, it is noted Schein et al differs from the 
present invention in that it fails to particularly disclose a method of obtaining recording 
instructions to control the recording of one or more selected television programs by the 
interactive television system as specified in claims 3-8, 13-15, 27-30, and 37-69. 
Klosterman however, in Figures 1-4, teaches the concept of such well known technique 
of identifying a plurality of television signal providers (26-30); receiving a selection of an 
appropriate one of the plurality of television signal providers (26-30); downloading 
recording instnjctions (e.g. source ID, CH, time, etc.) to the interactive television system 
so that the recording device 24 will thereafter be set up to record the one or more 
selected television programs (Fig. 2), and wherein the recording instructions (e.g. VCR 
stop time) are downloaded through at least one of a television signal (26-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, having both the references of Schein et al and Klostemrian 
before him/her, to exploit the well known remote control of a recording device as taught 
by Klosterman in the interactive television system of Schein et al, in order to provide the 
viewer with a simple, efficient, and economical option of recording desire programs 
without programming the VCR. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-8, 1 3-1 5, 27-30, and 37-75 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Y. Lee whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7334. 
The examiner can normally be reached on (571 ) 272-7334. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




'/y. Lee 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2613 



